



Talking Points

End the Waiting List for Persons with Developmental Disabilities NOW


Use some or all of these message points to communicate about the DD Wait List issue—but, remember that the most effective words are your own—so please add your voice to the message.

WHAT (people are waiting for critical services):

· In the state of Colorado, more than 12,000 adults and children who have developmental disabilities, such as mental retardation, autism, or cerebral palsy are in need of long-term health care services and support.  

· There is simply no safety net available to help these families.

· In fact, there are more children and adults with developmental disabilities waiting for care  than currently receive services.  Sadly, many have been waiting for 10 to 20 years.  And, as of now, there is no end to the wait in sight.

WHY (there is no safety net in sight for people in need)

· Children and families on our state’s developmental disability waiting list cannot wait any longer for critical services such as a place to live, being with someone to help with daily living tasks, nursing services, and training and employment.
· Going to the people of Colorado appears to be our only option to remedy this unjust situation for individuals who have mental retardation, autistism, cerebral palsy, or another developmental disability.
· The difficulties in caring for people with developmental disabilities can be an enormous hardship for parents, many of whom have been caring for adult children for 40 or more years and will soon be unable to do so much longer.

· For example, Susan, a mother from Arapahoe County tells about being scratched, bruised, and needing a break from her frail adult son.  She often has to leave work to care for him – and constantly is in pain from lifting an 80 lb person.  She worries about losing her job, her body giving out, and not living long enough to see her son receive the services he so desperately needs.

BENEFIT/HARM (people will languish and be left without critical care and some will die)

· If Coloradoans are willing to provide new funding, we can make sure Colorado delivers a basic safety net for children and adults who, through no fault of their own, face tremendous burdens every day just getting by.

· While we will continue to explore other options beyond the ballot that could address longer-term fixes, we feel we owe it to our children, our loved ones and the people we serve to move forward this year with a ballot measure to end Colorado’s wait list for people with developmental disabilities, such as mental retardation, autism, and cerebral palsy.

ACTION (ballot measure proposal)

· Colorado currently ranks 49th in the nation in the percentage of state revenue that provides services to people with developmental disabilities.  Raising taxes is never easy, but the state budget is so tight that there is no other way to end the waiting list and provide the critical services these families so desperately need. 

· We respect efforts currently being pursued to address Colorado’s serious healthcare needs and will pursue opportunities to be fully included in any partnership effort to mitigate the crisis.  Yet, while we are hopeful that that there will be other options to address the problem of long term care for persons with developmental disabilities, Colorado’s initiative process requires us to move forward now in order to qualify for the 2008 ballot.  If we wait any longer, it will be too late to launch a viable campaign effort.







