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 CHOOSING SCHOOLS 
Wisdom Provided by Parent to Parent of Colorado 

 

 
 

P2P NOTE:  We have many parents, especially those who are moving in from out of state, ask 
questions about finding the best school/school district for their child.  Several replies to one such 
question on the P2P listserv provided some excellent guidelines for all parents who have children 
in school. 
 

RECOMMENDED WEBSITES: 
Colorado's official state information on schools and programs: colorado.gov/cs/Satellite/CO-
Portal/CXP/1165693060180 
 
Parent to Parent's education resource page: http://p2p-co.org/subsite2/resources/resource-
you&school.htm.  While there, look at the other resources available under the Education heading. 
 
Article: Public Schools or Private Schools? One Family’s Journey 
eparent.com/main_channels_education/Public_School_Private_School.asp 
 
The Common Core of Data (CCD) is a program of the U.S. Department of Education's National 
Center for Education Statistics that annually collects fiscal and non-fiscal data about all public 
schools, public school districts and state education agencies in the United States. The data are 
supplied by state education agency officials and include information that describes schools and 
school districts, including name, address, and phone number; descriptive information about students 
and staff, including demographics; and fiscal data, including revenues and current expenditures. 
 

 

Build a Table This application enables users to create customized tables of CCD public school data for states, 
counties, MSA's, districts and schools using data from multiple years. 

 

Search For Public Schools Use the Search For Public Schools locator to retrieve information on public 
schools from CCD's databases. 

 

Search For Public School Districts Use the Search For Public School Districts locator to retrieve information 
on public school districts from CCD's databases. 

 

Additional Data Tools The CCD contains much useful data in databases and downloadable files. NCES has 
developed powerful application tools to assist everyone from the casual browser to the serious researcher to 
search for and extract the information they need. 

 
 
 
***This document is intended solely for use by the individual who requested the document. 
Do not forward this information on to anyone else. *** 
 
Trusting that you will find a nugget or two of wisdom that addresses your situation and gives you another 
resource, a piece of information, or hope to hang onto. 
 
An opinion by posters or references in this document to any specific product, service, therapy or company 
does not constitute a recommendation by Parent to Parent of Colorado.  Information/advice in this 
document should not be substituted for professional consultation. 
 

 

http://www.colorado.gov/cs/Satellite/CO-Portal/CXP/1165693060180
http://p2p-co.org/subsite2/resources/resource-you&school.htm
http://www.eparent.com/main_channels_education/Public_School_Private_School.asp
http://nces.ed.gov/ccd/index.asp
http://nces.ed.gov/ccd/bat/
http://nces.ed.gov/ccd/schoolsearch/
http://nces.ed.gov/ccd/districtsearch/
http://nces.ed.gov/ccd/search.asp
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SS says: 
• Relocating to Colorado? Find Education Information Here (Colorado Department of 

Education) 
 
• Great Schools site offers lots of information for parents. You can look up your child's school 

on this site and get information about the school. It's a starting place for parents who are 
moving and investigating schools: greatschools.net/mySchoolList.page 
 
Here is a link to articles: greatschools.net/content/allArticles.page 
 
I would encourage you to write a review about your child's school. This is one of the 
resources that I encourage parents to check when they are investigating schools for their 
child. 
 
Thanks and enjoy! 
 
Shirley Swope, Parent Advisor 
611 N. Weber St. Ste. 200 
Colorado Springs, CO 80903 
www.peakparent.org 
719-531-9400 ext. 104 
800-284-0251 

 
JKH says:  I think some school districts are better than others are but I don’t think anyone has ever 
devised a good way to measure that.  Word of mouth only goes so far because so much relies on 
individual circumstances and, let’s face it, unless you’ve had an incredibly bad or incredibly good 
experience, most folks aren’t too vocal about such issues.  I’ve heard words of praise and condemnation 
regarding the same district/school/teacher, etc.  Too much of the information out there is too subjective. 
 
Instead of trying to evaluate a school or district, I recommend (in no particular order): 
 
- Know your child’s strengths and areas to work on most and fight to get them addressed in the IEP. 
 
- Know your child’s IEP. 
 
- Know your child’s rights. 
 
- Get to know everyone in the school administration, special education administration, district 
administrators and school board members and make sure they know you and your child’s needs. 
 
- Don’t lose sight of the goal — your child’s future.  Otherwise, it’s too easy to get bogged down in the 
fight itself.  But don’t be afraid to ask for what your child needs, either. 
 
- Get to know parents of other children in your child’s class/school/district — particularly those with 
disability issues and the same disability/ies. 
 
- Get to know what other services are being offered to children in the class/school/district/state. 

http://www.cde.state.co.us/cdecomm/cderelocate.htm
http://www.greatschools.net/mySchoolList.page
http://www.greatschools.net/content/allArticles.page
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- Keep up on the latest research, techniques, court cases, precedents, etc. 
 
- Thank the people who work to give your child a better quality of life.  A card, a plant, candy all go a 
long way but if you can’t afford/or don’t have time for such gifts, just saying “Thanks” goes a long way, 
too. 

 
- Don’t expect to do all of these things 100% all the time because you can’t.  It’s too much.  Do what you 
can and never give up. 

 
Everything builds over time.  It doesn’t necessarily get easier but you get better at doing it (and doing 
more). 
 
TW says:  My advice to parents would be to check the FTE (full-time equivalent) allocations of any 
school and the number and severity of the special education students they are serving.  Have a hard look 
at the school's success with children like yours and special ed students in general, before uprooting them, 
especially if the school you are choosing has a small student population where FTE becomes a critical 
issue in the school having the necessary resources to meet your child's IEP requirements. 
 
RW says:  We had an elementary school that we loved, adored.  Our son, who has pretty significant 
support needs, was fully included all the way through elementary school.  It was a wonderful experience, 
both for our family and for the school.  Fast forward now to his younger sister.  Same school, change in 
administration.  I won't go into details, but suffice it to say she was the victim of severe bullying, her 
visual impairment needs were ignored and not met, it finally got so bad we pulled her out and sent her to 
the School for the Blind (which has overall been a delight).  
 
My point is, you can do your best at choosing a school, but things can change and you need to keep on 
top of things. 
 
TK says:  I would just like to add, that there are many options for children regarding education.  There 
are great private schools (who offer scholarships), online virtual schools, and homeschooling as well.  
While public schools are probably the most utilized, they are not necessarily the only route. 
 
SK says:  You definitely, as a member of the IEP team, get some say in where your child goes to school. 
The law says that placement can't be predetermined unilaterally. I had a great experience going to meet 
the programs in our area myself, including our neighborhood school. I do think that the welcoming nature 
of the school and the tone that the principal and the classroom teacher set is one of the most important 
things to consider. Many principals consider keeping siblings together a priority of its own. It is wise to 
have in mind what supports you definitely think your child needs in the classroom before you go visit. 
And yes, use the expertise of PEAK, peakparent.org, 1-800-284-0251. Walking in the footsteps of those 
who have "been there, done that" is the best way to go =)   . 
 
JD says: I would encourage you to visit any and all schools that you can and keep in mind a couple of 
things.  
 
1. A school doesn't always have to make a statement on inclusion but what is best for the child.  
2. Least restrictive environment is individual.  
 
A home school can be very restrictive without the correct support and being a special educator (as well as 
a parent), I know first hand that no matter how hard I try to work with regular educators, their plates are 
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very full also and the pace in a regular education classroom is extremely fast. If I am always pushing for 
inclusion for the sake of inclusion, am I losing what is best for the student and how they learn best? I 
require that my students are participants in regular education, not spectators. This makes it paramount that 
I pick and choose every moment spent in the regular education classroom. Otherwise, I support their 
learning and education in my small, structured, highly supportive classroom. Every student's inclusion 
needs are different and fortunately or unfortunately, most of the time the special educator makes or breaks 
the education for each student. 


